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Wars with France 

(King Williams's, Queen Anne's, 

King George's Wars)

• Issues in America 

– Fishing rights 

– Warring Indian allies 

– Fear of France taking control of Spanish throne 

– Frontier fighting between settlers



French and 

Indian War

• Causes of the French & Indian War 

– Desire for land in Ohio Valley 

– Series of French forts in Pennsylvania 

– Washington's ill-fated mission 

• American colonists as militiamen.  Protect homes and 
serve King

• Outcome of war, British take control of Canada, Florida 
(from Spain), Everything east of Mississippi except 
New Orleans. British debt increases.

• Problems with Indians – Pontiac’s Rebellion



British Proclamation of 1763

• Forbid colonists west of 
Appalachian Mountains and 
order those there back.  Keep 
them on seaboard. Easier and 
keep Indian troubles minimum

• Britain then imposes taxes and 
troops. 

• Convinces colonists that 

– British government was 
insensitive to them, 

– British unable to enforce orders.



Early Tax Measures (1763-1766)

• Grenville taxation program. 

– Reform of custom service (prosecution of 

smugglers) 

– Sugar Act threatened triangular trade 

– Currency Act forbade the issue of paper money 

– Stamp Act (1765) sought to raise funds for 

defense of America



Colonial Opposition to New Program 

• Postwar depression left 

Americans short on cash 

• Custom reform, Sugar Act, and 

currency limits cut flow of 

currency into the colonies 

• Stamp Act affected lawyers, 

merchants, editors most heavily. 

• Sons of Liberty used mob 

violence to force all stamp agents 

to resign.



Stamp Act Congress

• Met to call for boycott of British goods and state 

that Parliament had no right to tax colonies 

without consent. Important constitutional issues: 

– Were the colonies represented in Parliament? 

– Did Parliament have the right to tax the colonists if 

they had the right to regulate trade?

• No Taxation without Representation

• British Parliament repealed Stamp Act but 

asserted its rights (with Declaratory Act) to 

regulate colonies "in all ways whatsoever." 



Townshend Acts

(1767-1770)

• New duties placed on a number of goods led to protests 
against the collection of customs duties. 

• Samuel Adams led radicals in urging a renewed boycott 
of British goods. 

• Boston Massacre resulted in deaths of four persons 
(1770) when soldiers sent to protect agents were attacked 
by a mob. 

• By 1770 all duties except that on tea were repealed.



Tea Act (1773)

• In an attempt to support the East India Tea Company, 
Parliament removed the tax on tea and allowed it to be 
sold in the colonies through its own agents, not 
American retailers 

• Mobs turned back tea ships in several ports and dumped 
shiploads into Boston Harbor.

• Parliament responded with Coercive (Intolerable) Acts

– Closed Boston Harbor 

– Removed trials involving royal officials out of New England 

– Allowed for quartering of troops in colonists' homes 

– Extended Quebec's boundaries south, convincing colonists that 
liberty was threatened.



First Continental Congress (1774)

• Radical delegates favored active resistance while 
moderates argued for conciliation. 

• Declaration of Rights and Grievances promised 
obedience to king but denied Parliament's right 
to tax colonies. 

• Set up Continental Association to prohibit 
importation of English goods and later the export 
of American goods to England. 

• Olive Branch Petition - Congress expressing 
loyalty to King George, blaming ministers for 
problems.



Common Sense

(January 1776)

• Thomas Paine - 47 page pamphlet 

• Time to proclaim an independent republic and have 
nothing to do with hereditary kings.

• Independence is destiny of Americans

• Practical stuff 

– Trade freely with other nations to obtain munitions. 

– Captured soldiers treated as prisoners of war instead of 
rebels.  Imprisoned instead of shot. 

– Obtain foreign aid.

– Chance to create a better society. Free from tyranny. 

• 500,000 copies sold



Declaration of 

Independence

• Second Continental Congress declared independence 
July 2, 1776. 

• Jefferson headed the committee, written statement. 

– All people have natural rights ("Life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness") 

– When a government abuses rights, the people have a right to 
"alter or abolish" it 

– King George has acted tyrannically. Long list of wrongs done 
by King to colonists. 

– The colonies are independent.

• Declaration forced others to choose rebellion or declare 
as Loyalists.


